
 

 

 
 
 

How to Write a Good Math Discussion Post 
 

Read these sample Discussion posts to get an 
idea of “good” and “not so good” Discussion responses. 

               
 
Discussion Prompt: What is wrong with the following statement? 5−7=2 

Student Post 
Bert: I don't know.  

This answer will not earn any points because it does not contain any mathematical information related to 
the question! It is okay for a student to say that he/she doesn't know the answer, but there needs to be more 
details in order to get credit. Better yet, keep reading your classmates’ posts and feedback, where you will 
likely gain insights that will help answer the question. 

  

Susan: This looks right to me, because 5 and 7 are 2 units apart.  
This answer is incorrect, but the student has given specific math details to explain why she thinks the 
answer is 2. This answer will earn partial credit. 

  

Carla: The answer is -2.  
This answer is correct, but it will not earn credit because the student did not answer the original prompt: 
“What is wrong with the following statement?” Just giving the answer is not the same as explaining what 
is wrong with the answer that was given.  Many problems have more than one right answer, so just offering 
an alternative answer does not prove that the given answer is wrong. Both answers could be right!  In order to 
get credit for Discussion, Carla needs to explain in detail why the answer cannot be 2. Then she can explain 
why it should be −2 instead.  

  

Abdi: The problem with this statement is that, while 5 and 7 may be 2 units apart, it 
forgets to take into account that 7 is bigger than 5. So when we take 7 away 
from 5, we get −2 instead of 2. 
This is an excellent answer! Not only is it correct, but the student also provides clear, specific details about 
what is wrong with the given statement. Abdi will get full credit for this post! (He still needs to reply to at least 
two other students’ posts, plus respond to any questions or requests for clarification.) 

  

Noah: That's a really good answer, Abdi. It really helped me understand the 
concepts.  
It is great for Noah to let Abdi know he helped him, although this post will not earn any credit. In order to earn 
credit towards the two responses to other students, Noah will need to include specific math details to 
identify the concepts that Abdi helped him understand. Since this post currently contains no specific math 
details, it is not currently worth any points. 

  

Chloe: Abdi, your explanation really helped me understand the concept better. Before 
I read your post, when I was calculating 5−7 in my head. I was actually doing 
7−5. After reading your comments, I realized my mistake: because we are 
starting with only 5, when we take away a number larger than 5. When a 
larger number is subtracted from a smaller number, the answer must be 
negative, so 5 minus 7 is −2.  
Chloe has also told Abdi how he helped her, but she has been very specific about what happened in her 
mind with the math once she finally understood. This is an excellent answer because it includes so much 
clear specific math detail. Chloe gets full credit for a reply on this! (But remember, Chloe still needs to write 
her own initial post (answering the questions) and must respond to one other student's post!) 
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